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The Olympic Legacy Starts Now 
 
 
Tourism Alliance Chairman, Michael Hirst OBE welcomed today’s 
announcement by Secretary of State, Jeremy Hunt, that £8m of additional 
funding would be allocated to VisitBritain to market the UK in China and £2m 
of additional funding would be allocated to VisitEngland to continue this year’s 
very successful domestic tourism campaign. 
 
“The targets that the Secretary of State has set, trebling the number of 
Chinese visitors we attract to 500,000 by 2015 and doubling the number of 
domestic packages sold in the UK, are challenging but well within the 
capabilities of the tourism industry to deliver.”  
 
DCMS and the tourism industry have shown that the UK can successfully 
deliver the biggest of all international events and provide a warm, friendly and 
fun welcome for visitors from all over the globe. 
 
This additional funding will build on the success of the Games by providing a 
significant legacy in terms of tourism revenue and employment. 
 
In welcoming the funding, Mr Hirst called on the Home Office and the 
Department for Transport to join with DCMS and the tourism industry in the 
delivery of the Olympic legacy.  
 
“To truly maximise the benefits from this funding, we need visa processing to 
be reformed and additional aviation capacity in order to open new routes into 
China. If the Home Office and Department for Transport work with DCMS and 
the industry on delivering this legacy strategy, we know that we can exceed 
the Government’s tourism targets”. 
 
 
 
 

- ends - 
 



For further information, please contact: 
Kurt Janson, Policy Director, Tourism Alliance; tel: 020 7395 8246 – 
mob: 07946428123 
 
Notes to Editors 

 

 The Tourism Alliance is the Voice of the UK Tourism Industry. It was established in 2001 
with the support of the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport and comprises 
almost 50 Tourism Industry Associations that together represent 200,000 businesses of 
all sizes throughout the UK. 

 

 The purpose of the Tourism Alliance is to identify and develop policies and strategies to 
raise standards and promote quality within the industry and work with and lobby 
government on key issues relevant to the growth and development of tourism. 

 

 Tourism is the sixth largest industry in Britain. It generates £115bn p.a. for the UK 
economy (6.4% of GDP) and directly supports over 2m jobs (7.5% of the total workforce) 
and is the UK’s third largest export earner.  

 

 For further details on the Tourism Alliance and its policy objectives, visit the website,  
www.tourismalliance.com 
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