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The UK Tourism Industry Ready as Games Start 
 

Additional contribution to the economy potentially £2 billion 
 
With the opening event of the London 2012 Olympics being staged today, the country’s 
200,000 tourism businesses stand ready to show the world the warm welcome and high quality 
products and services that only the UK can provide. 
 
Speaking today ahead of the first Olympic event at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, Michael 
Hirst OBE, Chairman of the Tourism Alliance, the body representing over 50 Tourism Industry 
bodies, noted that the UK tourism industry was poised to make these Olympics the best ever 
for both overseas and domestic visitors. 
 
 “These Olympics will showcase the very best that Britain has to offer across the whole nation– 
we have some of the world’s most prestigious hotels alongside accommodation at every price 
level, the world’s best art and history museums, more historic, cultural and leisure attractions 
than almost anywhere else, event venues of every description, great holiday destinations and 
our restaurants and pubs provide the best eating and drinking experiences anywhere in the 
world.” 
 
“To add to this, the industry’s professionalism and skills are world-class, so it’s no wonder that 
the UK is seeing record international visitors and more UK residents holidaying at home too.” 
 
Estimates indicate that the value to the UK Tourism Industry of hosting the Olympics could be 
in the region of £2 billion. Already, despite the current tough trading environment, overseas 
visitor numbers are up by 5% and domestic spend is up 7%. The industry generates £125bn 
p.a. for the UK economy (8.9% of GDP), directly supports 2.7m jobs (9% of the total workforce) 
and is the UK’s third largest export earner. 
 
The Games are particularly important in presenting the UK as a destination to emerging 
markets such as China, Brazil, Russia and India, but they will also impress upon existing 
markets the wealth of tourism products that exist throughout the UK. 
 
Mr Hirst concluded, “While there will inevitably be some changes in the usual tourism flows and 
some businesses will do better than others over the short-term, the international spotlight that 
will fall on the UK tourism industry and the greater awareness by people living in the UK of 
domestic tourism opportunities will provide a significant long-term gain for the UK economy”. 
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For further information, please contact: 
Kurt Janson, Policy Director, Tourism Alliance; tel: 020 7395 8246 – 
mob: 07946428123 
 

 

 The Tourism Alliance is the Voice of the UK Tourism Industry. It was established in 2001 
with the support of the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport and comprises 
almost 50 Tourism Industry Associations that together represent 200,000 businesses of 
all sizes throughout the UK. 

 

 The purpose of the Tourism Alliance is to identify and develop policies and strategies to 
raise standards and promote quality within the industry and work with and lobby 
government on key issues relevant to the growth and development of tourism. 

 

 Tourism is the sixth largest industry in Britain. It generates £125bn p.a. for the UK 
economy (8.9% of GDP) and directly supports 2.7m jobs (9% of the total workforce) and 
is the UK’s third largest export earner.  

 

 For further details on the Tourism Alliance and its policy objectives, visit the website,  
www.tourismalliance.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chairman: Michael Hirst OBE  
Policy Director: Kurt Janson 

Email: kurt.janson@tourismalliance.com 
Telephone: 020 7395 8246 Fax: 020 7395 8178 Mobile: 07964428123  

 
Website: WWW.TOURISMALLIANCE .COM  

TOURISM ALLIANCE: CENTRE POINT, 103 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, WC1A 1DU 
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